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Introduction 

The City Council for the City of Manassas made and approved the formation of the 

Parks & Recreation Committee on March 27, 2017. It is an advisory body pursuant 

to Virginia Code § 15.2-1411 and subject to City of Manassas Code § 2-301 and City 

Council Policies related to advisory bodies. 

 

Responsibilities 

The purposes of the Board are as follows: 

1. To develop long and short-term plans for the acquisition, development, 

implementation and evaluation of park and recreation facilities, services and 

programs based upon identified and anticipated needs of the residents of the 

City of Manassas. 

2. To advocate for the preservation, development, implementation and 

evaluation of park and recreation facilities, services and programs according 

to long and short-term plans. 

3. To encourage and develop community awareness, appreciation, involvement, 

and the use of the City’s recreation and park facilities, services and programs. 

4. To pursue and encourage the development of recreation and park facilities, 

services and programs in cooperation with neighboring jurisdictions. 

5. To annually review and provide recommendations to the proposed five-year 

Capital Improvement Program budget and fees for facilities and programs. 

 

Activities 

In FY21, the Parks and Recreation Committee continued to embrace new ways to 

encourage community participation in the parks. The impact of the global pandemic 

encouraged our citizens to acquaint themselves with parks, trails, and natural areas. To 

increase park usage and physical activity, the committee focused on the pillars of health 

and wellness through the Healthy Eating Active Living (HEAL) initiative, thus giving 

moments to socialize safely, and through volunteerism. 

The committee collaborated with corporate partners, area nonprofits and Manassas City 

Public School (MCPS), to support good health and to highlight recreation opportunities. 
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These projects include committee members providing virtual tours of the parks through 

photographs, sounds, and videos. The committee provided 50 gardening kits for local 

students from pre-kindergarten to the 12th grade to start do-it-yourself vegetable 

gardens thus providing science education, time with nature, and recreational fun. 

 

Working through modification for community outreach and to be in compliance with 

Covid-19 statewide mandates, the committee actively remained engaged by 

volunteering to recognize health care and emergency responders. This was achieved by 

assembling and donating over 800 hundred relief bags full of snacks to Novanat Health 

UVA Health System and various nursing home facilities in the City. This service project 

allowed the committee members to thank those who have gone above and beyond 

during the challenging times of the pandemic. 

 

Park amenities continue to be a priority of the committee. On April 17, the committee 

hosted the ribbon cutting of the City’s first dog park, which was well received by the 

citizens and nearby homeowner associations. As the Mayor provided the concluding 

remarks of the event, the committee actively engaged park users by soliciting feedback 

of the dog park features in addition to distributing park informational material of all 22 

parks as well as providing tours of Dean Park for attendees new to the City. 

 

Additionally, the committee has added a mobile amenity to have parks on the go with 

the “HEAL Trailer'' to reach communities who are underrepresented in the parks or not 

in close proximity to a park. The HEAL trailer takes an innovative approach towards 

bringing activities out where people live, work, and play. Through the collaboration and 

support of the Don Bosco Center, HEAL Ambassadors were selected from their youth 

membership to provide an introduction of the activities that encourage movement, 

inspire curiosity, and interest. The Heal trailer was showcased at Dean, Stonewall, and 

Kinsley Mill and Baldwin parks; including the trailer offerings being displayed during 

National Night Out. 

 

Another component of the committee's HEAL initiative was piloting the Smoke-Free park 

signs, which is a courtesy request to park patrons to refrain from smoking. The signs 

are targeted specifically in our most popular parks where large groups of children 

congregate. 



 

City of Manassas Parks & Recreation Committee | FY2021 Annual Report 5 

 

A Look Ahead 

In FY22, the Parks and Recreation Committee will work to continue efforts to expand its 

health and wellness initiatives of the HEAL trailer and promote healthy and safe 

environments within the parks. The committee looks forward to participating in citywide 

events to gather feedback and disseminate information about park improvements and 

resources. Citywide park inspections will be ongoing, as the committee goal is to be 

visible in the parks and ensure that city parks are safe and inviting. Committee 

members and City staff will continue to attend meetings of our community partners 

such as the Greater Prince William County Trails Coalition to identify opportunities that 

benefit the City. 

 

The Parks and Recreation Committee would like to sincerely thank the City of Manassas 

for its support and participation in 

 

 

Membership 
 

Member   Term Expiration 
Laura Coates  June 30, 2023 
Gregory Cook  June 30, 2022 
Mike Freeland  January 30, 2024 
Lynn Forkell Greene  January 30, 2024 
Malcom Richards  January 30, 2022 
Lawrence Smith  January 30, 2022 
Jeffrey Wright  June 30, 2023 
Robert Keller  Resigned July 2020 
Clara Meagher  Resigned October 2020 
Mark Rabatin  Resigned July 2021 
Ivan Soto  Resigned June 2021 
 
 
Alternate Member   Term Expiration 
Shelly Avellina  Resigned July 2021 
Paul Dresler  Resigned December 2020 
Kaseya Harris  Resigned July 2021 
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Attendance Report 
 

 Committee Members Meetings Present Absent 

Laura Coates 10 8 2 

 Gregory Cook 9 4 5 

Mike Freeland 10 10 0 

Lynn Forkell Greene 10 9 1 

Mark Rabatin* 10 7 3 

Malcolm Richards 10 10 0 

Lawrence Smith 10 8 2 

Ivan Soto* 10 7 3 

Jeffrey Wright (eff.1/21) 6 5 1 

Robert Keller* 5 4 1 

Clara Meagher* 2 2 2 

  Alternate Members Meetings Present Absent 

  Shelly Avellina* 5 2 3 

  Paul Dresler* 4 4 0 

  Kaseya Harris* 6 3 3 

  Jeffrey Wright** 4 2 2 

 

*Robert Keller, Clara Meagher, Mark Rabatin and Ivan Soto resigned during FY21. 

*Alternate Members Shelly Avellina, Paul Dresler, Kasey Harris partial years with a 

resignation. 

**Jeffrey Wright was Alternate Member and moved to Member January 2021. 

Note:  The P&R Committee did not meet in August and December of 2020. 

 
Sincerely, 
          

 
_____________________________     ____________________________ 

Malcom Richards, Chair     Date 

 

September 8, 2021 


